
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Ohio City Incorporated 
 
  
Your Project Title: Ohio City Street Festival 

Your Project Summary: The Ohio City Street Festival provides an opportunity for residents and visitors to 

be introduced to and celebrate all the neighborhood has to offer. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The application outlines the desired impacts on the neighborhood and the overall public benefit. 

There is a well detailed list of arts programming throughout the festival. One weakness of the application is 

the lack of detail about the input community members have on the festival. While local artists are welcomed 

to take part, there are few details in the application about how the community at-large has a say in the 

festival programming. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Ohio City’s application for Ohio City Street Festival provides some evidence for meeting all the 

funding criteria. They have a huge audience of 15,000 participants and a defined community that is 

geographic-based but sprinkled with demographic details too. It’s the third year for the festival, so they have 

experience making it happen and are committed to growing the role of arts & culture in the programming. 

Their main goal is clear and links directly to the measure. My outstanding questions are related to the 

budget. First, how can their arts & culture budget only be $123 (See overview form) if they’ve been doing 

this festival for three years? Also, why is CAC funding listed as $27K in 2015 but has now dropped to $5K? 

I also think the explanation for how the CAC funds will be spent is too generic, “Funding… will be used to 

cover expenses related to arts and culture programming.” That response didn’t work for me. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application provides evidence that the funding criteria are met. The partnerships with 

local arts and culture providers to incorporate programming into the festival is really smart. The inclusion of 

a 'maker space' in the 2018 festival could potentially create new partnerships with local schools who use 

STEAM-based learning models or have technology or robotics club. Yet another way to show attendees 

"all that Ohio City has to offer." Good plan for collecting feedback at the upcoming festival. The data you 

collect will be very valuable for future planning. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding requirements. There is a great show of how a community 

and place based organization can use art, local business and space along with their community connections 

to cultivate a place-making. Through multiple strong partnerships and commitment to the success of the 

event whether on staff or contracted shows longevity. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This festival meets the criteria of public benefit and has been expanding its arts programming 

year after year. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

